Blast injury of the ear: an overview and guide to management.
Blast injury is uncommon in many parts of the world but sporadic cases occur. The ear is particularly susceptible to damage and easily forgotten in patients with multiple injuries. The aim of this review article is to draw together the more important aspects of blast ear injury for those who are unfamiliar with it and to serve as a reminder of the problems to others. It covers the interactions of blast waves with the ear giving a summary of the mechanisms and types of injury. The management of blast-related injuries is discussed.